THE  ENFORCEMENT  ACTS 


AS  APPLICABLE  TO  ALL  ELECTIONS  WHEREIN  MEMBERS 
OF  CONGRESS  ARE  VOTED  FOR. 


From  Act  approved  May  31st,  1870. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  if,  by  or  under  the  authority 
of  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  or  the  laws  of  any  Territory, 
any  act  is  or  shall  be  required  to  be  done  as  a  prerequisite  or  qualifica¬ 
tion  for  voting,  and  by  such  constitution  or  laws  persons  or  officers  are 
or  shall  be  charged  with  the  performance  of  duties  in  furnishing  to  citi¬ 
zens  an  opportunity  to  perform  such  prerequisite,  or  to  become  qualified 
to  vote,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  person  and  officer  to  give  to 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  same  and  equal  opportunity  to  per¬ 
form  such  prerequisite,  and  to  become  qualified  to  vote  without  distinc¬ 
tion  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude ;  and  if  any  such 
person  or  officer  shall  refuse  or  knowingly  omit  to  give  full  effect  to  this 
section,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  person  aggrieved  thereby,  to  be  recovered  by  an 
action  on  the  case,  with  full  costs  and  such  allowance  for  counsel  fees 
as  the  court  shall  deem  just,  and  shall  also,  for  every  such  offence,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
fined  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than 
one  month  and  not  more  than  one  j'ear,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That,  whenever,  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  or  the  laws  of  any 
Territory,  any  act  is  or  shall  be  required  to  [be]  done  by  an}'  citizen  as 
a  prerequisite  to  qualify  or  entitle  him  to  vote,  the  offer  of  any  such 
citizen  to  perform  the  act  required  to  be  done  as  aforesaid  shall,  if  it 
fail  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  reason  of  the  wrongful  act  or  omis¬ 
sion  aforesaid  of  the  person  or  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  receiving 
or  permitting  such  performance  or  offer  to  perform  or  acting  thereon, 
be  deemed  and  held  as  a  performance  in  law  of  such  act ;  and  the  person 
so  offering  and  failing  as  aforesaid,  and  being  otherwise  qualified, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as 
if  he  had  in  fact  performed  such  act ;  and  any  judge,  inspector,  or  other 
officer  of  election  whose  duty  it  is  or  shall  be  to  receive,  count,  certify, 
register,  report,  or  give  effect  to  the  vote  of  any  such  citizen  who  shall 
wrongfully  refuse  or  omit  to  receive,  count,  certify,  register,  report,  or 
give  effect  to  the  vote  of  such  citizen  upon  the  presentation  by  him  of 
his  affidavit  stating  such  offer  and  the  time  and  place  thereof,  and  the 
name  of  the  officer  or  person  whose  duty  it  was  to  act  thereon,  and  that 
he  was  wrongfully  prevented  by  such  person  or  officer  from  performing 
such  act,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
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hundred  dollars:  to ; tire', person  faggrieVefcl  fthdreby,  .to  be  recovered  by  an 
action  on  the  case,  with  full  costs  and  such  allowance  for  counsel  fees 
as  the  cour-1  shvdl/deciyi.' just,  and  ••shall,  also. 'for  every  such  offence  be 
guilty  of  a  ih'isdenie'antir^  and  shallj  dn  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  not 
less  than  five’  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  one  month 
and  not  more  than  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  if  any  person,  by  force,  bri¬ 
bery,  threats,  intimidation,  or  other  unlawful  means,  shall  hinder,  delay, 
prevent,  or  obstruct,  or  shall  combine  and  confederate  with  others  to 
hinder,  delay,  prevent,  or  obstruct,  any  citizen  from  doing  any  act  re¬ 
quired  to  be  done  to  qualify  him  to  vote  or  from  voting  at  any  election 
as  aforesaid,  such  person  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  person  aggrieved  thereby,  to  be  re¬ 
covered  b}T  an  action  on  the  case,  with  full  costs  and  such  allowance  for 
counsel  fees  as  the  court  shall  deem  just,  and  shall  also  for  every  such 
offence  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
fined  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than 
one  month  and  not  more  than  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 


Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  within  their  respective  districts,  shall  have,  exclusively 
of  the  courts  of  the  several  States,  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  offences 
committed  against  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  also,  concurrently  with 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  of  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal, 
arising  under  this  act,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  and  the 
jurisdiction  herein  conferred  shall  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  and  practice  governing  United  States  courts ;  and  all  crimes  and 
offences  committed  against  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  be  prosecuted 
by  the  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  or,  in  cases  of  crimes  and  offences 
not  infamous,  the  prosecution  may  be  either  by  indictment  or  informa¬ 
tion  filed  by  the  district  attorney  in  a  court  having  jurisdiction. 

•Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  district  attorneys, 
marshals,  and  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States,  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  circuit  and  territorial  courts  of  the  United  States, 
with  powers  of  arresting,  imprisoning,  or  bailing  offenders  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  officer  who  ma}^  be  specially 
empowered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  specially  authorized  and  required,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  against  all  and  every  person 
who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  cause  him  or  them  to 
be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  or  bailed,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  trial 
before  such  court  of  the  United  States  or  territorial  court  as  has  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  offense.  And  with  a  view  to  afford  reasonable  protection 
to  all  persons  in  their  constitutional  right  to  vote  without  distinction  of 
race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,  and  to  the  prompt  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  superior  courts  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  from  time  to  time,  to  increase  the  number  of  com¬ 
missioners,  so  as  to  afford  a  speedy  and  convenient  means  for  the 
arrest  and  examination  of  persons  charged  with  a  violation  of  this  act ; 
and  such  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  exercise 
and  discharge  all  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  on  them  by  this  act, 
and  the  same  duties  with  regard  to  offences  created  by  this  act  as  they 
are  authorized  by  law  to  exercise  with  regard  to  other  offences  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
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Sec,  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
marshals  and  deputy  marshals  to  obey  and  execute  all  warrants  and 
precepts  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  when  to  them  directed  ; 
and  should  any  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  refuse  to  receive  such  war¬ 
rant  or  other  process  when  tendered,  or  to  use  all  proper  means  dili¬ 
gently  to  execute  the  same,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  the  use  of  the  person  deprived  of 
the  rights  conferred  by  this  act.  And  the  better  to  enable  the  said 
commissioners  to  execute  their  duties  faithfully  and  efficiently,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  act,  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  within 
their  districts  respectively,  to  appoint,  in  writing,  under  their  hands, 
any  one  or  more  suitable  persons,  from  time  to  time,  to  execute  all  such 
warrants  and  other  process  as  may  be  issued  by  them  in  the  lawful  per¬ 
formance  of  their  respective  duties,  and  the  persons  so  appointed  to 
execute  any  warrant  or  process  as  aforesaid  shall  have  authority  to 
summon  and  call  to  their  aid  the  bystanders  or  posse  comitatus  of  the 
proper  county,  or  such  portion  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  tlxe 
United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  duty  with  which  they  are  charged,  and  to  insure  a  faithful 
observance  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  such  warrants  shall  run  and  be  executed  by  said  officers 
anywhere  in  the  State  or  Territory  within  which  they  are  issued. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  if  at  an}*-  election  for  repre¬ 
sentative  or  delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  any  person 
shall  knowingly  personate  and  vote,  or  attempt  to  vote,  in  the  name  of 
any  other  person,  whether  living,  dead,  or  fictitious ;  or  vote  more  than 
once  at  the  same  election  for  any  candidate  for  the  same  office  ;  or  vote 
at  a  place  where  he  may  not  be  lawfull}7,  entitled  to  vote  ;  or  vote  with¬ 
out  having  a  lawful  right  to  vote  ;  or  do  any  unlawful  act  to  secure 
a  right  or  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  himself  or  any  other  person  ;  or 
by  force,  threat,  menace,  intimidation,  bribery,  reward,  or  offer,  or 
promise  thereof,  or  otherwise  unlawfully  prevent  any  qualified  voter  of 
any  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  any  Territory  thereof, 
from  freely  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  by  any  such  means 
induce  any  voter  to  refuse  to  exercise  such  right ;  ot  compel  or  induce 
by  any  such  means,  or  otherwise,  any  officer  of  an  election  in  any  such 
State  or  Territory  to  receive  a  vote  from  a  person  not  legally  qualified 
*  or  entitled  to  vote  ;  or  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any  officer  of  said 
elections  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  or  by  any  of  such  means,  or  other 
unlawful  means,  induce  any  officer  of  an  election,  or  officer  whose  duty 
it  is  to  ascertain,  announce,  or  declare  the  result  of  any  such  election,  or 
give  or  make' any  certificate,  document,  or  evidence  in  relation  thereto,  to 
violate  or  refuse  to  comply  with  his  duty,  or  any  law  regulating  the 
same ;  or  knowingly  and  wilfully  receive  the  vote  of  any  person  not 
entitled  to  vote,  or  refuse  to  receive  the  vote  of  any  person  entitled  to 
vote ;  or  aid,  counsel,  procure,  or  advise  any  such  voter,  person,  or 
officer  to  do  any  act  hereby  made  a  crime,  or  to  omit  to  do  any  duty 
the  omission  of  which  is  hereby  made  a  crime,  or  attempt  to  do  so, 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime,  and  shall  for  such 
crime  be  liable  to  prosecution  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  com¬ 
petent  jurisdiction,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and 
shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution. 
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Sec.  20.  [As  amended  by  Act  approved  Feb.  28,  1871].  And  be  it 
further  enacted ,  That  if  [at]  any  registration  of  voters  for  an  election  for 
Representative  or  Delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  any 
person  shall  knowingly  personate  and  register,  or  attempt  to  register,  in 
the  name  of  any  other  person,  whether  living,  dead,  or  fictitious,  or 
fraudulently  register,  or  fraudulently  attempt  to  register,  not  having  a 
lawful  right  so  to  do  ;  or  do  any  unlawful  act  to  secure  registration  for 
himself  or  any  other  person  ;  or  by  force,  threat,  menace,  intimidation, 
bribery,  reward,  or  offer,  or  promise  thereof,  or  other  unlawful  means, 
prevent  or  hinder  any  person  having  a  lawful  right  to  register  from  duly 
exercising  such  right;  or  compel  or  induce,  by  any  of  such  means,  or 
other  unlawful  means,  any  officer  of  registration  to  admit  to  registration 
any  person  not  legally  entitled  thereto,  or  interfere  in  any  manner  with 
any  officer  of  registration  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  or  by  any  such 
means,  or  other  unlawful  means,  induce  any  officer  of  registration  to  vio¬ 
late  or  refuse  to  comply  with  his  duty  or  any  law  regulating  the  same  ; 
or  if  any  such  officer  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  register  as  a  voter 
any  person  not  entitled  to  be  registered,  or  refuse  to  so  register  any 
person  entitled  to  be  registered ;  or  if  any  such  officer  or  other  person 
whose  duty  it  is  to  perform  any  duty  in  relation  to  such  registration  or 
election,  or  to  ascertain,  announce,  or  declare  the  result  thereof,  or  give 
or  make  any  certificate,  document,  or  evidence  in  relation  thereto,  shall 
knowingly  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  law,  or 
violate  any  duty  imposed  by  law,  or  do  any  act  unauthorized  by  law 
relating  to  or  affecting  such  registration  or  election,  or  the  result  thereof, 
or  any  certificate,  document,  or  evidence  in  relation  thereto,  or  if  any 
person  shall  aid,  counsel,  procure,  or  advise  any  such  voter,  person,  or 
officer  to  do  any  act  hereby  made  a  crime,  or  to  omit  any  act  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  which  is  hereby  made  a  crime,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilt}r  of  a  crime,  and  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution  and  punishment 
therefor  as  provided  in  section  nineteen  of  said  act  of  May  thirty-one, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  for  persons  guilty  of  any  of  the  crimes 
therein  specified :  Provided,  That  every  registration  made  under  the 
laws  of  any  State  or  Territory  for  any  State  or  other  election  at  which 
such  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress  shall  be  chosen,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a  registration  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  same  shall  also  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  any  State,  terri- 
torial,  or  municipal  election. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  whenever,  by  the  laws  of  any 
State  or  Territory,  the  name  of  any  candidate  or  person  to  be  voted  for 
as  representative  or  delegate  in  Congress  shall  be  required  to  be  printed, 
written,  or  contained  in  any  ticket  or  ballot  with  other  candidates  or 
persons  to  be  voted  for  at  the  same  election  for  State,  territorial,  muni¬ 
cipal,  or  local  officers,  it  shall  be  sufficient  prima  facie  evidence,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  indicting  or  convicting  any  person  charged  with 
voting,  or  attempting  or  offering  to  vote,  unlawfully  under  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  preceding  sections,  or  for  committing  either  of  the  offences 
thereby  created,  to  prove  that  the  person  so  charged  or  indicted,  voted, 
or  attempted  or  offered  to  vote,  such  ballot  or  ticket,  or  committed 
either  of  the  offences  named  in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act  with 
reference  to  such  ballot.  And  the  proof  and  establishment  of  such 
facts  shall  be  taken,  held,  and  deemed  to  be  presumptive  evidence  that 
such  person  voted,  or  attempted  or  offered  to  vote,  for  such  representa¬ 
tive  or  delegate,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  that  such  offence  was  committed 
with  reference  to  the  election  of  such  representative  or  delegate,  and 
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shall  be  sufficient  to  warrant  his  conviction,  unless  it  shall  be  shown 
that  any  such  ballot,  when  cast,  or  attempted  or  offered  to  be  cast,  by 
him,  did  not  contain  the  name  of  any  candidate  for  the  office  of  repre¬ 
sentative  or  delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  that  such 
offence  was  not  committed  with  reference  to  the  election  of  such  repre¬ 
sentative  or  delegate. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  any  officer  of  any  election  at 
which  any  representative  or  delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  voted  for,  whether  such  officer  of  election  be  appointed 
or  created  by  or  under  any  law  or  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
or  under  an}'  State,  territorial,  district,  or  municipal  law  or  authority, 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty  in  regard  to  such  elec¬ 
tion  required  of  him  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State 
or  Territory  thereof;  or  violate  any  duty  so  imposed,  or  knowingly  do 
any  act  thereby  unauthorized,  with  intent  to  affect  any  such  election,  or 
the  result  thereof;  or  fraudulently  make  any  false  certificate  of  the  re¬ 
sult  of  such  election  in  regard  to  such  representative  or  delegate:  or 
withhold,  conceal,  or  destroy  any  certificate  of  record  so  required  by 
law  respecting,  concerning,  or  pertaining  to  the  election  of  any  such 
representative  or  delegate ;  or  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  and  return  the 
same  as  so  required  bylaw;  or  aid,  counsel,  procure,  or  advise  any 
voter,  person,  or  officer  to  do  any  act  by  this  or  any  of  the  preceding- 
sections  made  a  crime  ;  or  to  omit  to  do  any  duty  the  omission  of  which 
is  by  this  or  any  of  said  sections  made  a  crime,  or  attempt  to  do  so, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime  and  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution  and 
punishment  therefor,  as  provided  in  the  nineteenth  section  of  this  act 
for  persons  guilty  of  any  of  the  crimes  therein  specified. 

From  Act  approved  February  28th,  1871. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  whenever  in  any  city  or  town 
having  upward  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  there  shall  be  two  citi¬ 
zens  thereof  who,  prior  to  any  registration  of  voters  for  an  election  for 
Representative  or  Delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
prior  to  any  election  at  which  a  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress 
is  to  be  voted  for,  shall  make  known,  in  writing,  to  the  judge  of  the  cir¬ 
cuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  circuit  wherein  such  city  or  town 
shall  be,  their  desire  to  have  said  registration,  or  said  election,  or  both, 
guarded  and  scrutinized,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  judge  of  the 
circuit  court,  within  not  less  than  ten  days  prior  to  said  registration,  if 
one  there  be,  or,  if  no  registration  be  required,  within  not  less  than  ten 
days  prior  to  said  election,  to  open  the  said  circuit  court  at  the  most 
convenient  point  in  said  circuit.  And  the  said  court,  when  so  opened 
by  said  judge,  shall  proceed  to  appoint  and  commission,  from  day  to  day 
and  from  time  to  time,  and  under  the  hand  of  the  said  circuit  judge, 
and  under  the  seal  of  said  court,  for  each  election  district  or  voting  pre¬ 
cinct  in  each  and  ever}'  such  city  or  town  as  shall,  in  the  manner  herein 
prescribed,  have  applied  therefor,  and  to  revoke,  change,  or  renew  said 
appointment  from  time  to  time,  two  citizens,  residents  of  said  city  or 
town,  who  shall  be  of  different  political  parties,  and  able  to  read  and 
write  the  English  language,  and  who  shall  be  known  and  designated  as 
supervisors  of  election.  And  the  said  circuit  court  when  opened  by  the 
said  circuit  judge  as  required  herein,  shall  therefrom  and  thereafter,  and 
up  to  and  including  the  day  following  the  day  of  election,  be  always 
open  for  the  transaction  of  business  under  this  act,  and  the  powers  and 
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jurisdiction  hereby  granted  and  conferred  shall  be  exercised  as  well  in 
vacation  as  in  term  time;  and  a  judge  sitting  at  chambers  shall  have 
the  same  powers  and  jurisdiction,  including  the  power  of  keeping  order 
and  of  punishing  any  contempt  of  his  authority,  as  when  sitting  in  court. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  whenever,  from  sickness, 
injury,  or  otherwise,  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  any  judicial  circuit  shall  be  unable  to  perform  and  discharge  the 
duties  by  this  act  imposed,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
to  select  and  to  direct  and  assign  to  the  performance  thereof,  in  his  place 
and  stead,  such  one  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  within  his  circuit  as  he  shall  deem  best;  and  upon  such  selection 
and  assignment  being  made,  it  shall  be  lawful  for,  and  shall  be  the  duty 
of,  the  district  judge  so  designated  to  perform  and  discharge,  in  the 
place  and  stead  of  the  said  circuit  judge,  all  the  duties,  powers,  and 
obligations  imposed  and  conferred  upon  the  said  circuit  judge  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
supervisors  of  election,  appointed  under  this  act,  and  they  and  each  of 
them  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  attend  at  all  times  and  places 
fixed  for  the  registration  of  voters,  who,  being  registered,  would  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  vote  for  a  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  to  challenge 
any  person  offering  to  register ;  to  attend  at  all  times  and  places  when 
the  names  of  registered  voters  may  be  marked  for  challenge,  and  to  cause 
such  names  registered  as  they  shall  deem  proper  to  be  so  marked ;  to 
make,  when  required,  the  lists,  or  either  of  them,  provided  for  in  section 
thirteen  of  this  act,  and  verify  the  same  ;  and  upon  any  occasion,  and  at 
any  time  when  in  attendance  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  per¬ 
sonally  inspect  and  scrutinize  such  registry,  and  for  purposes  of  identi¬ 
fication  to  affix  their  or  his  signature  to  each  and  every  page  of  the 
original  list,  and  of  each  and  every  copy  of  any  such  list  of  registered 
voters,  at  such  times,  upon  each  day  when  any  name  may  or  shall  be 
received,  entered,  or  registered,  and  in  such  manner  as  will,  in  their  or 
his  judgment,  detect  and  expose  the  improper  or  wrongful  removal  there¬ 
from,  or  addition  thereto,  in  any  way,  of  any  name  or  names. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  supervisors  of  election,  and  they,  and  each  of  them,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  to  attend  at  all  times  and  places  for  holding 
elections  of  Representatives  or  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  for  counting 
the  votes  cast  at  said  elections  ;  to  challenge  any  vote  offered  by  any 
person  whose  legal  qualifications  the  supervisors,  or  either  of  them,  shall 
doubt;  to  be  and  remain  where  the  ballot-boxes  are  kept  at  all  times 
after  the  polls  are  open  until  each  and  every  vote  cast  at  said  time  and 
place  shall  be  counted,  the  canvass  of  all  votes  polled  be  wholly  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  proper  and  requisite  certificates  or  returns  made,  whether 
said  certificates  or  returns  be  required  under  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  State,  territorial,  or  municipal  law,  and  to  personally 
inspect  and  scrutinize,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  on  the  dajT 
of  election,  the  manner  in  which  the  voting  is  done,  and  the  way  and 
method  in  which  the  poll-books,  registry-lists,  and  tallies  or  check-books, 
whether  the  same  are  required  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
State,  territorial,  or  municipal  law,  are  kept ;  and  to  the  end  that  each 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress  shall 
obtain  the  benefit  of  every  vote  for  him  cast,  the  said  supervisors  of 
election  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  hereby  required,  in  their  or  his  respec¬ 
tive  election  districts  or  voting  precincts,  to  personally  scrutinize,  count, 
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and  canvass  each  and  every  ballot  in  their  or  his  election  district  or 
voting  precinct  cast,  whatever  may  be  the  indorsement  on  said  ballot, 
or  in  whatever  box  it  may  have  been  placed  or  be  found ;  to  make  and 
forward  to  the  officer  who,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section 
thirteen  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  designated  as  the  chief  supervisor 
of  the  judicial  district  in  which  the  city  or  town  wherein  they  or  he  shall 
serve  shall  be,  such  certificates  and  returns  of  all  such  ballots  as  said 
officer  may  direct  and  require,  and  to  attach  to  the  registry  list,  and  any 
and  all  copies  thereof,  and  to  any  certificate,  statement,  or  return,  whether 
the  same,  or  any  part  or  portion  thereof,  be  required  by  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  State,  territorial,  or  municipal  law,  any  state¬ 
ment  touching  the  truth  or  accuracy  of  the  registry,  or  the  truth  or 
fairness  of  the  election  and  canvass,  which  the  said  supervisors  of  elec¬ 
tion,  or  either  of  them,  may  desire  to  make  or  attach,  or  which  should 
properly  and  honestly  be  made  or  attached,  in  order  that  the  facts  may 
become  known,  any  law  of  any  State  or  Territory  to  the  contrary  not¬ 
withstanding. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  the  better  to  enable  the  said 
supervisors  of  election  to  discharge  their  duties,  they  are,  and  each  of 
them  is,  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  their  or  his  respective  elec¬ 
tion  districts  or  voting  precincts,  on  the  day  or  days  of  registration,  on 
the  day  or  days  when  registered  voters  may  be  marked  to  be  challenged, 
and  on  the  day  or  days  of  election,  to  take,  occupy,  and  remain  in  such 
position  or  positions,  from  time  to  time,  whether  before  or  behind  the 
ballot  boxes,  as  will,  in  their  judgment,  best  enable  them  or  him  to  see 
each  person  offering  himself  for  registration  or  offering  to  vote,  and  as 
will  best  conduce  to  their  or  his  scrutinizing  the  manner  in  which  the 
registration  or  voting  is  being  conducted ;  and  at  the  closing  of  the  polls 
for  the  reception  of  votes,  they  are,»and  each  of  them  is,  hereby  required 
to  place  themselves  or  himself  in  such  position  in  relation  to  the  ballot- 
boxes  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  work  of  canvassing  the  ballots 
in  said  boxes  contained  as  will  enable  them  or  him  to  fully  perform  the 
duties  in  respect  to  such  canvass  provided  in  this  act,  and  shall  there 
remain  until  every  duty  in  respect  to  such  canvass,  certificates,  returns, 
and  statements  shall  have  been  wholly  completed,  any  law  of  an}r  State 
or  Territory  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  *7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  if,  in  any  election  district  or 
voting  precinct  in  any  city,  town,  or  village,  for  -which  there  shall  have 
been  appointed  supervisors  of  election  for  any  election  at  which  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  or  Delegate  in  Congress  shall  be  voted  for,  the  said  supervisors 
of  election,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  and  dis¬ 
charge,  fully  and  freely,  and  without  bribery,  solicitation,  interference, 
hinderance,  molestation,  violence,  or  threats  thereof,  on  the  part  of  or 
from  any  person  or  persons,  each  and  every  of  the  duties,  obligations, 
and  powrers  conferred  upon  them  by  this  act  and  the  act  hereby  amended, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of  election,  and  each  of  them,  to 
make  prompt  report,  under  oath,  within  ten  days  after  the  day  of 
election,  to  the  officer  who,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section 
thirteen  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  designated  as  the  chief  supervisor 
of  the  judicial  district  in  which  the  city  or  town  -wherein  they  or  he 
served,  shall  be,  of  the  manner  and  means  by  which  they  were,  or  he 
was,  not  so  allowed  to  fully  and  freely  exercise  and  discharge  the  duties 
and  obligations  required  and  imposed  by  this  act.  And  upon  receiving 
any  such  report,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  chief  supervisor,  acting 
both  in  such  capacity  and  officially  as  a  commissioner  of  the  circuit 
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court,  to  forthwith  examine  into  all  the  facts  thereof;  to  subpoena  and 
compel  the  attendance  before  him  of  any  witnesses ;  administer  oaths 
and  take  testimony  in  respect  to  the  charges  made ;  and  prior  to  the 
assembling  of  the  Congress  for  which  anj^  such  Representative  or  Rele- 
oate  was  voted  for,  to  have  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  all  the  evidence  him 
taken,  all  information  b}r  him  obtained,  and  all  reports  to  him  made. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That,  whenever  an  election  at  which 
Representatives  or  Delegates  in  Congress  are  to  be  chosen  shall  be  held 
in  any  city  or  town  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants  or  upward,  the 
marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  in  which  said  city  or  town 
is  situated  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  on  the  application, 
in  writing,  of  at  least  two  citizens  residing  in  any  such  city  or  town,  to 
appoint  special  deputy  marshals,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  when  required 
as  provided  in  this  act,  to  aid  and  assist  the  supervisors  of  election  in 
the  verification  of  any  list  of  persons  made  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  who  may  have  registered,  or  voted,  or  either;  to  attend  in  each 
election  district  or  voting  precinct  at  the  times  and  places  fixed  for  the 
registration  of  voters,  and  at  all  times  and  places  when  and  where  said 
registration  may  by  law  be  scrutinized,  and  the  names  of  registered 
voters  be  marked  for  challenge;  and  also  to  attend,  at  all  times  for  hold- 
ino-  such  elections,  the  polls  of  the  election  in  such  district  or  precinct. 
And  the  marshal  and  his  general  deputies,  and  such  special  deputies, 
shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  special  deputies,  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  support  and  protect  the  supervisors  of  elections  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  preserve  order  at  such  places  of  registra¬ 
tion  and  at  such  polls,  prevent  fraudulent  registration  and  fraudulent 
voting  thereat,  or  fraudulent  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  officer  of  election, 
and  immediately,  either  at  said  place  of  registration,  or  polling-place, 
or  elsewhere,  and  either  before  or  after  registering  or  voting,  to  arrest 
and  take  into  custody,  with  or  without  process,  any  person  who  shall 
commit,  or  attempt  or  offer  to.  commit,  any  of  the  acts  or  offences  pro¬ 
hibited  by  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  amended,  or  who  shall  commit  any 
offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States:  Provided ,  That  no  person 
shall  be  arrested  without  process  for  any  offence  not  committed  in  the 
presence  of  the  marshal  or  his  general  or  special  deputies,  or  either  of 
them,  or  of  the  supervisors  of  election,  or  either  of  them,  and,  for  the 
purposes  of  arrest  or  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  the  supervisors  of 
election,  and  each  of  them,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  marshal’s  depu¬ 
ties,  or  if  required  to  assist  said  deputies,  have  the  same  duties  and 
powers  as  deputy  marshals :  And  provided  further ,  That  no  person 
shall,  on  the  day  or  days  of  any  such  election,  be  arrested  without  pro¬ 
cess  for  any  offence  committed  on  the  day  or  days  of  registration. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  whenever  any  arrest  is  made 
under  any  provision  of  this  act,  the  person  so  arrested  shall  forthwith 
be  brought  before  a  commissioner,  judge,  or  court  of  the  United  States 
for  examination  of  offenses  alleged  against  him;  and  such  commissioner, 
judge,  or  court  shall  proceed  in  respect  thereto  as  authorized  by  iaw  in 
case  of  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  whoever,  with  or  without  any 
authority,  power,  or  process,  or  pretended  authority,  power,  or  process, 
of  any  State,  terrritorial,  or  municipal  authority,  shall  obstruct,  hinder, 
assault,  or,  by  bribery,  solicitation,  or  othenvise,  interfere  with  or  prevent 
the  supervisors  of  election,  or  either  of  them,  or  the  marshal  or  his 
general  or  special  deputies,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  performance  of  any 
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duty  required  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  which  he  or  they,  or  either 
of  them,  may  be  authorized  to  perform  by  any  law  of  the  United  States, 
whether  in  the  execution  of  process  or  otherwise,  or  shall  by  any  of  the 
means  before  mentioned  hinder  or  prevent  the  free  attendance  and  pres¬ 
ence  at  such  places  of  registration  or  at  such  polls  of  election,  or  full 
and  free  access  and  egress  to  and  from  any  such  place  of  registration  or 
poll  of  election,  or  in  going  to  and  from  any  such  place  of  registration 
or  poll  of  election,  or  to  and  from  any  room  where  any  such  registration 
or  election  or  canvass  of  votes,  or  of  making  any  returns  or  certificates 
thereof,  may  be  had,  or  shall  molest,  interfere  with,  remove,  or  eject  from 
any  such  place  of  registration  or  poll  of  election,  or  of  canvassing  votes 
cast  thereat,  or  of  making  returns  or  certificates  thereof,  any  supervisor 
of  election,  the  marshal,  or  his  general  or  special  deputies,  or  either  of 
them,  or  shall  threaten,  or  attempt,  or  offer  so  to  do,  or  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  aid  and  assist  any  supervisor  of  election,  or  the  marshal  or 
his  general  or  special  deputies,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  performance  of 
his  or  their  duties  when  required  by  him  or  them,  or  either  of  them,  to 
give  such  aid  and  assistance,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
liable  to  instant  arrest  without  process,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years,  or  by  fine  not 
more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprison¬ 
ment,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  the  prosecution.  Whoever  shall,  during 
the  progress  of  any  verification  of  any  list  of  the  persons  who  may  have 
registered  or  voted,  and  which  shall  be  had  or  made  under  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  refuse  to  answer,  or  refrain  from  answering,  or 
answering  shall  knowingly  give  false  information  in  respect  to  any 
inquiry  lawfully  made,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  arrest  and  imprison¬ 
ment  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  thirty  days,  or  by  fine  not  to  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  shall  pay 
the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further'  enacted ,  That  whoever  shall  be  appointed 
a  supervisor  of  election  or  a  special  deputy  marshal  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  as  such  supervisor  of  election 
or  such  special  deputy  marshal,  who  shall  thereafter  neglect  or  refuse, 
without  good  and  lawful  excuse,  to  perform  and  discharge  fully  the  duties, 
obligations,  and  requirements  of  such  office  until  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  he  was  appointed,  shall  not  onty  be  subject  to  removal 
from  office  with  loss  of  all  pay  or  emoluments,  but  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  one  year,  or  by  fine  not  less  than 
two  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  both 
fine  and  imprisonment,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  each  judicial  circuit, 
upon  the  recommendation  in  writing  of  the  judge  thereof,  to  name  and 
appoint,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  and  thereafter  as  vacancies  may  from  any  cause  arise, 
from  among  the  circuit  court  commissioners  in  and  for  each  judicial 
district  in  each  of  said  judicial  circuits,  one  of  such  officers,  who  shall 
be  known  for  the  duties  required  of  him  under  this  act  as  the  chief 
supervisor  of  elections  of  the  judicial  district  in  and  for  which  he  shall 
be  a  commissioner,  and  shall  so  long  as  faithful  and  capable,  discharge 
the  duties  in  this  act  imposed,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and 
furnish  all  necessary  books,  forms,  blanks,  and  instructions  for  the  use 
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and  direction  of  the  supervisors  of  election  in  the  several  cities  and 
towns  in  their  respective  districts ;  to  receive  the  applications  of  all 
parties  for  appointment  to  such  positions ;  and  upon  the  opening,  as 
contemplated  in  this  act,  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  judicial  circuit  in 
which  the  commissioner  so  designated  shall  act,  to  present  such  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  judge  thereof,  and  furnish  information  to  said  judge  in 
respect  to  the  appointment  by  the  said  court  of  such  supervisors  of  elec¬ 
tion  ;  to  require  of  the  supervisors  of  election,  where  necessary,  lists  of 
the  persons  who  may  register  and  vote,  or  either,  in  their  respective 
election  districts  or  voting  precincts,  and  to  cause  the  names  of  those 
upon  any  such  list  whose  right  to  register  or  vote  shall  be  honestly 
doubted  to  be  verified  by  proper  inquiry  and  examination  at  the  re¬ 
spective  places  by  them  assigned  as  their  residences  ;  and  to  receive, 
preserve,  and  file  all  oaths  of  office  of  said  supervisors  of  election,  and 
of  all  special  deputy  marshals  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  all  certificates,  returns,  reports,  and  records  of  every  kind  and 
nature  contemplated  or  made  requisite  under  and  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  save  where  otherwise  herein  specially  directed.  And  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  all  United  States  marshals  and  commissioners  who 
shall  in  any  judicial  district  perform  any  duties  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  the  act  liereb_y  amended,  relating  to,  concerning,  or  affecting 
the  election  of  Representatives  or  delegates  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to,  from  time  to  time,  and  with  all  due  diligence,  forward 
to  the  chief  supervisor  in  and  for  their  judicial  district  all  complaints, 
examinations,  and  records  pertaining  thereto,  and  all  oaths  of  office  by 
them  administered  to  any  supervisor  of  election  or  special  deputy  mar¬ 
shal,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  properly  preserved  and  filed. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted ,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  t$  each  chief  supervisor,  for  his  services,  as  such  officer,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  compensation,  apart  from  and  in  excess  of  all  fees  allowed  bylaw 
for  the  performance  of  any  duty  as  circuit  court  commissioner:  For 
filing  and  caring  for  every  return,  report, record,  document,  or  other  paper 
required  to  be  filed  by  him  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  ten 
cents;  for  affixing  a  seal  to  any  paper,  record,  report,  or  instrument, 
twenty  cents ;  for  entering  and  indexing  the  records  of  his  office,  fifteen 
cents  per  folio;  and  for  arranging  and  transmitting  to  Congress,  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  section  seven  of  this  act,  any  report,  statement,  record, 
return,  or  examination,  for  each  folio,  fifteen  cents ;  and  for  any  copy 
thereof,  or  of  any  paper  on  file,  a  like  sum.  And  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  each  and  every  supervisor  of  election,  and  each  and  every 
special  deputy  marshal  who  shall  be  appointed  and  shall  perform  his 
duty  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  compensation  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  day  for  each  and  every  day  he  shall  have  actually  been  on 
duty,  not  exceeding  ten  days.  And  the  fees  of  the  said  chief  supervisors 
shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such  accounts  to  be 
made  out,  verified,  examined,  and  certified  as  in  the  case  of  accounts  of 
commissioners,  save  that  the  examination  or  certificate  required  may  be 
made  by  either  the  circuit  or  district  judge. 

From  Act  approved  June  10,  1872. 

That,  whenever,  in  any  county  or  parish,  in  anjr  congressional  district, 
there  shall  be  ten  citizens  thereof  of  good  standing  who,  prior  to  any 
registration  of  voters  for  an  election  for  Representative  in  Congress,  or 
prior  to  any  election  at  which  a  Representative  in  Congress  is  to  be 
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voted  for,  shall  make  known  in  writing,  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein  such  county  or  parish  is 
situate,  their  desire  to  have  said  registration  or  election  both  guarded 
and  scrutinized,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
within  not  less  than  ten  days  prior  to  said  registration  or  election,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  open  the  said  court  at  the  most  convenient  point  in  said 
district;  and  the  said  court,  when  so  opened  by  said  judge,  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  appoint  and  commission,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  time  to  time, 
and  under  the  hand  of  the  said  judge,  and  under  the  seal  of  said  court, 
for  such  election  district  or  voting  precinct  in  said  congressional  district, 
as  shall,  in  the  manner  herein  prescribed,  have  been  applied  for,  and  to 
revoke,  change,  or  renew  said  appointment  from  time  to  time,  two  citi¬ 
zens,  residents  of  said  election  district  or  voting  precinct  in  said  county 
or  parish,  who  shall  be  of  different  political  parties,  and  able  to  read  and 
write  the  English  language,  and  who  shall  be  known  and  designated  as 
supervisors  of  election  ;  and  the  said  court,  when  opened  by  the  said 
judge  as  required  herein,  shall,  therefrom  and  thereafter,  and  up  to  and 
including  the  da}’  following  the  da}’  of  the  election,  be  always  open  for 
the  transaction  of  business  under  this  act ;  and  the  powers  and  jurisdic¬ 
tion  hereby  granted  and  conferred  shall  be  exercised,  as  well  in  vacation 
as  in  term  time;  and  the  judge,  sitting  at  chambers,  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  jurisdiction,  including  the  power  of  keeping  order  and  of 
punishing  any  contempt  of  his  authority,  as  when  sitting  in  the  court : 
Provided ,  That  no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  to  the  supervisors 
herein  authorized  to  be  appointed,  except  those  appointed  in  cities  or 
towns  of  twenty  thousand  or  more  inhabitants.  And  no  person  shall  be 
appointed  under  this  act  as  a  supervisor  of  election  who  is  not  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  a  qualified  voter  of  the  county,  parish,  election 
district,  or  voting  precinct  for  which  he  is  appointed.  And  no  person 
shall  be  appointed  deputy  marshal  under  the  act  of  which  this  is  amen¬ 
datory  who  is  not  a  qualified  voter,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  in 
the  county,  parish,  district,  or  precinct  in  which  his  duties  are  to  be 
performed.  And  section  thirteen  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amend¬ 
ment  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  and  require  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  said  section  mentioned  to  name  and  appoint,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  commissioners  provided  for 
in  said  section,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  appointments  have  not  already 
been  made  in  conformity  therewith.  And  the  third  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment  shall  be  taken  and  construed  to  authorize 
each  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  to  desig¬ 
nate  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  within  his  circuit 
to  discharge  the  duties  arising  under  this  act  or  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment.  And  the  words  “  any  person,”  in  section  four  of  the 
act  of  May  31,  1810,  shall  be  held  to  include  any  officer  or  other  person 
having  powers  or  duties  of  an  official  character  under  this  act  or  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  amendment :  Provided ,  That  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  any  marshals 
or  deputy  marshals  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  authorized  by  law  : 
And  provided  further ,  That  the  supervisors  herein  provided  for  shall 
have  no  power  or  authority  to  make  arrests  or  to  perform  other  duties 
than  to  be  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  officers  holding  the  election 
and  to  witness  all  their  proceedings,  including  the  counting  of  the  votes 
and  the  making  of  a  return  thereof.  And  so  much  of  said  sum  herein 
appropriated  as  maybe  necessary  for  said  supplemental  and  amendatory 
provisions  is  hereby  appropriated  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 


